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Thiz article iz an intraduction to the special issue “The Peychology of Wirtue: Integrat ne Positive Pavchabey and the Pavchology of Religion” The articles in this special
iszue underscore the centrality of mooring the positive peychobeical examiation of virtue ik religious and spiritual traditions. (PeycIMFO Database Record (o) 2017 APA, al
rights ressrved)

@%K e

It has been almost a decads and a half snce the fied of the psychokey of religon was appraieed in the prest gous Amnusl Review of Psychologyseres (Emmons &
Paloutzian, 2003). One of the themes thess authors called attention to was the psycholosy of vitue. At the nexus of the psychobey of religion, personality psychology,
moral philozophy, and the paychobey of emotion, virtug psychobey was beghning to make a comeback b paychobey. Partly responzble for thiz resurgence was the pozitive
paychalogy movement (Selieman & Gskszent mihalyi 20000, which sought to systematically clessity human strengths and virtues into a comprehensive tazanomy (Peterson &
Selieman, 2004). Concepts such as forgveness, bve, hope, humility, eratitude, s=lf-contral and wisdom appear as highl preed human dispositions n Jewish, Christian,
Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu thoueht and are affirmed universal principles h world philosophies ard ethical systems. Basic research as well as nterventions to cultivate
theze vitues i well underway. Sihce 2003, additional vitues have appeared on the scientific scene, zome of which are explbred by contributors to this special izsue

Stepping back for ust & moment, ket’ s consider an early effort by Sandaze and Hill (2001) ta articulate an outline of the construct of virtue that drew an maral philkbzophy
and zocial soience research related to virtue. Sandage and Hill sugessted i dimersions for the definftion of virtue. These inclde the understanding that virtues ()
integrate ethics and health; (b) are embodied traits of character; (c) are sources of human strength and resilience; (d) are embedded within a cultural context and community;
(e} contribute 10 a sense of meanineful life purposs; and (f) are erounded n the coenitive capacity for wisdom. Threads of each of these dimensionz run through the papers
in thiz special izzue.
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